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Dear Joshua, 

It's diffioult to think of anyone you would not already have thought of. 
Sydney Brwmer? Alan Oaren? 3eorga Streiaringer (now almost a biochemist)? 

Hegarbing FznlB t Fperae, it is amusing to note that nowadays, for a genetica- 
biochemistry position, one thinks of a physicist - with good reamn) of course. 
Free86 originally did theory With Heisenberg, and then with Fey~an, but felt he 
could accompli& mre in biology, %lbrbch, (in trying to Sissuade hia - "left 
handed sedUctioA1~) perhaps reinforced hia detemination to switch. iit Cal Tech, 
he Worked on recotiinntion in neuroapora, but decided later that phqe was more 
favorable. 

IA tha short Z"xr nontha he spent Lit i'urdue (on a Damon &nyon Fellowship) 
he worked hard on the bromuracil story with good success. He disuriminntes 
well between what is md whtit id not interesting or important, is able to form- 

.^ late clsmly what he wants to do, sad corns right to grip8 with the obstmles. 
Xe Works well on his own, although perhaps overlooking sonrawhat the other things 
goiAg on around him. Personality-wise, ha is well disciplined and can be very 
graaious, but at the sam time is also reaoorzeful and tough, with apparently 
few illU.sfOAS. 

Characteristically, he has set himmff to Learning genetics z~d 'xiocha:xistry. 
Because of his late stmt, he nit~rnlly 13 under atme pressure to establish him- 
self in his new field, md, with his intelligence and drive, I believe he is very 
likely to sucoeed. 

Seymour Benzer 


